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Family Land on the Upper Samish Donated to Skagit Land Trust
by Martha Bray, Conservation Director

In December, Kristjan and Monica Ochs of Anacortes
donated 28 acres on the upper Samish River to
Skagit Land Trust. This land had been passed down
through many generations of Kristjan’s family before
being gifted to the Trust. It includes both sides of the
Samish River for more than 1,100 feet, and is
important habitat for numerous native species that
depend on undisturbed riparian habitat.
The Ochs say that it is Kristjan’s grandmother
Berniece Leaf of Camano Island, who should be
honored for this gift. Berniece shared some family
history including that her grandparents, Joe and
Annie Hoyt acquired the property in the early 1900’s,
and they called it “the Forty.” It was her
family’s “favorite place for adventure and
fun.” She said that her father would cut
firewood on the property during “the great
depression [when] men were desperate
for work. Dad would hire them to cut and
stack the firewood providing them the
dignity of earning money [and] Mom
would see that they had a home prepared
meal before leaving.” She remembers
during World War II when “[s]ometimes
young service men who had never seen
trees in a forest nor a river to fish nor
deer walking quietly through underbrush
would share the Forty experience. They
loved it!”
The wildlife that the generations of Hoyts
and Ochs enjoyed is still abundant in the
upper Samish River. Because of its
richness, this area has long been a
conservation priority for Skagit Land Trust
and its partners. To the north, Whatcom
Land Trust has protected some of the
highest quality wetlands that make up the

headwaters of the Samish in Whatcom County.
Protecting key parcels of undisturbed lands within a
settled rural landscape creates safe havens for
wildlife and builds more resilience into the ecosystem.
The Ochs donation adds another natural area to a
network of protected habitat that includes lands on
both sides of the Whatcom/Skagit County border.
Not only is this a gift of land, but it is also a legacy of
family history that is connected to the land. Berniece
Leaf says that she is “pleased to know the Forty,
which provided joy for six generations of our family,
will be preserved from development. Other
generations will make happy memories of their own.”

Not only is this
a gift of land,
but it is also a
legacy of family
history that is
connected to
the land.
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Message From the Executive Director
Happy 2010! I am pleased to send
you the first Trust newsletter of the
new decade. Ten years ago, in 2000,
with the help of 400 dedicated
members, Skagit Land Trust had
protected 943 acres. We were just
finishing a large conservation
easement on South Fidalgo Bay. 75
acres of the Anacortes Community
Forest Lands had been conserved.
We had a 28K
computer modem on
our wish list. Now, in
2010 we have just
passed 5600 acres
protected. 1600 acres
of the Anacortes Forest
Lands have been
permanently
conserved– which more
than meets the original
project goal. We have sleek flat
screened computer monitors, a DSL
line that feeds us 1 megabit (1000
K’s) a second and we have a
Facebook page!
Yes, it’s true. We brought in the new
decade by joining Facebook as an
organization. We recruited our
youngest staff members to figure it
out for us. And, we are in! If you are
already a “Facebooker” (or have a
keen desire to join), you can type in
Skagit Land Trust in the search box
and then click on “become a fan”
which leads you to our organization’s
page. Our goal is to have 150 fans by
March. On our Facebook page we
have an events calendar (with an
RSVP function), a photo album and a
comment wall. You can tell us what
birds you saw on a property, where
your ride share will leave from, share
a conservation thought, or post event
and work party photos. So if the
Facebook world calls to you, I invite
you to become a fan of Skagit Land
Trust and help us meet our goal.
However, our website, email, the
phone and walking in the office still

work as they always have. We all,
board and staff, love hearing from
you and staying connected with you
and Facebook adds one more way
to do that.
We have some great events on the
horizon. I encourage you to attend
our annual auction on February
27th at beautiful McIntyre Hall. It is
such a fun way to celebrate
and raise funds to protect
beloved local lands. We
have wonderful auction
items this year (see article
in this newsletter for more
information). Our 2010
Annual Meeting is on March
19th at Hillcrest Park Lodge
in Mount Vernon. Pulitzer
Prize-winning author Bill
Dietrich will be our guest speaker.
Bill combines a love and knowledge
of the Skagit with an eloquence that
makes us sit up and take notice. Bill
was formerly a board member of
the Trust (back in 2000) and has a
very special place in our hearts. At
the meeting we will honor retiring
board members Andrea Xaver,
Glenn Bordner and Bob Apter for
their selfless work as board
members. There is 21 years of
Skagit Land Trust board experience
amongst them and they will be
missed. Please come and toast the
accomplishments of these people
and others and enjoy Bill’s
presentation.
We don’t know exactly what twists
and turns and opportunities this
next decade will hold, but working
together we will continue to protect
this remarkable place we love. We
are so fortunate to have people like
you helping us to protect the
natural Skagit. Thank you.
Molly Doran
Executive Director

A New Way of Thinking Coming to Your Town Soon: Ecosystem Services
by Ellie Rodgers Americorps, Volunteer Coordinator
A new year, a new decade, and with it will come new
opportunities for Skagit Land Trust and its members
to preserve open space here in Skagit County. In the
last decade a catch phrase has buzzed about
conservation biology circles; “Ecosystem services”.

Pacific Northwest forests have the most potential of
any forests in North America to store large quantities
of carbon, which removes carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere – an important ‘ecosystem service’. As
with farmland protection, we can purchase
development rights from willing forest
landowners to prevent irreversible development
of key forestland. An additional option is to
provide financial incentives to forest
landowners to manage their lands in longer
rotations (growing larger older trees); this
greatly increases the forest carbon storage of
the forest while still yielding high quality fiber
and creating more diverse wildlife habitat.

It is not a new idea, but the
popularity of the term itself
signals a growing understanding
of all that our land has to give
us, and the importance of
valuing more than just the
development potential of land.
As we stride into 2010, we’ll
encounter the phrase not just as a philosophy but as
a potential new conservation tool because funds will
increasingly be available to provide, protect, and
restore ecosystems services. The valuing of
ecosystem services might well be a new source of
revenue for conservation, but we need to approach it
with our eyes open.
Ecosystem services are anything the natural world
does that benefits humanity and sustains our lives.

As conservationists, we know that there is inherent
worth in land, apart from humanity. But our
appreciation of this land can intensify when we realize
the extent to which we are dependent upon it.
Wetlands and watersheds provide natural stormwater
management and water filtering, our most efficient
source of clean water, as well as critical habitat for
salmon, and meditative places to walk and wonder.
Trees can grant monetary profit as lumber, but we
can also see them as the key to clean air—oxygen
giving, carbon sequestering sentinels. Aren’t those
properties of forests and wetlands worth something?
Ecosystem services themselves are obviously crucial
to our life on this planet, but are subject to the age
old tragedy of the commons. Their benefits are
shared by all of us, yet we have traditionally had no
way to account for their value. With no price tag to
these services, the understanding of their real value
is downplayed or lost, allowing for their misuse by us
all. Every landowner makes decisions that impact our
collective watersheds, healthy soil, and breathable

air. Clearly humans have always understood at some
level that they are dependent upon and
interdependent with the ecosystems around them.
The recent discussion and fervor over this formalized
idea of ecosystem services is a push for financially
paying for those services, so that landowners and
institutions will no longer be faced with choices
between what seems like profit and true preservation.

continued on page 4
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continued from page 3

Examples of paying for some level of ecosystem
services abound. The pending federal cap and trade
bill or a carbon tax will undoubtedly have some
component dealing with carbon sequestration and
forest management where businesses will pay to
restore and protect natural systems to off-set their
carbon footprint.

Open space is wonderful, and our expertise in
conserving what we can and should is no small thing.
The greatest conservation power lies in building and
honoring connections and relationships in our world,
which will in turn reinforce the land ethic of our entire
society.
For further reading:
Costanza, Robert et al. The value of the world’s ecosystem services
and natural capital. Nature 387, 253-260 (1997). http://
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/WR/hq/pdf/naturepaper.pdf
Daily, Gretchen and Ellison, Katherine. The new economy of nature.
Orion (2002). http://www.orionmagazine.org/index.php/articles/
article/110/
Evergreen Funding Consultants. Washington Conservation Markets
Study: Final Report. Washington State Conservation Commission
(2009). http://www.farmland.org/programs/states/

Developers have to restore their wetland destruction,
either on-site or via a wetland mitigation bank. Oil
spills are mitigated locally by paying for tideland
protection. For example, Fidalgo Bay was protected
with mitigation funds. Ecosystem service programs
helped reduce smog and acid rain in the 1970s.
Ecosystem services are a way to frame, describe,
and value the worth of our natural world. However,
the linking of economics and biology is still a rapidly
growing and complex field. Used well, it will be a new
tool in conservation, the same way that conservation
easements are tools. Of course there will be
imperfections and challenges when their value is
translated to the market. How do we accurately
measure and quantify these services? How will we
keep ecosystem service mitigation programs from
allowing avoidable destruction? Is this really a
solution or a shell game as the protection
“purchased” would happen anyway? These are valid
questions and responses, and show the necessity of
all of our involvement with the issue as it gains
steam. Uniquely, land trusts offer both the protection
and the stewardship systems needed for real
restoration and protection to be transparent and
permanent.
Just as important as its possibilities for expanding
our ability to save critical land is the way that
understanding ecosystem services will help us to
recognize our relationship with the land. It could help
develop the language we use to talk about the
importance of conservation and make clear even
more reasons why it is necessary. It could help to
strengthen conservation at the table as the hidden
costs to development and how each one of us uses
the land are finally fleshed out. Explicitly talking
about our link to land will be educational for all.
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The concept of ecosystem services helps us to
understand the holistic value of our natural systems such
as this wetland. Our land trust protects ecosystem
services that are the most important and the most
threatened. How will we use this concept when it is
coupled with required mitigation? Are there ways our
engagement could make sure any restoration is forever,
natural, and truly beneficial?

Please Join Us for Skagit Land Trust’s 19th Annual Meeting
Friday March 19th 2010 from 6 - 9pm at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mount Vernon
6 -7 pm - Social hour, appetizers and refreshments
7 - 8 pm - Business meeting, elections and awards
8 pm - Guest speaker Bill Dietrich. “Now More Than Ever” Bill will be speaking about the importance of land
conservation in the face of climate change, population growth and economic & social stressors.
Bill Dietrich is a former Skagit Land Trust board member and Pulitzer Prize -winning journalist, university professor
and author of twelve books.

Board Elections
The following individuals are up for election for 3-year terms. Each membership has one vote.
Curtis Miller (first elected 2001) Principal of Miller Consulting. Three decades of experience in land planning,
natural resource management and design. Formerly of Jones & Jones, Architects and Landscape Architects in
Seattle. Chair of Public Policy Committee.
Janice Martin (first elected 2007) Formerly a non-profit director of Youthnet. She has served
on many Skagit committees, is active in the schools and elsewhere.
Board Secretary and serving on the Development & Communications Committee.
John Hunt; Civil Engineer, retired in 2007 from an active career in construction and
construction consulting. As Owner of ADR Services, Inc. he continues to work to resolve
construction disputes, serving as a Disputes Resolution Board (DRB) member, project neutral,
arbitrator and mediator. Member American Arbitration Association. Currently enjoying having
more time for sailing, photography and fly fishing, as well as volunteering for the Trust.
Serves on the Development & Communications Committee.

SKAGIT LAND TRUST AWARDED $1.28 MILLION GRANT
Skagit Land Trust’s successful efforts with salmon
habitat protection will continue. The Salmon
Recovery Funding Board (SRFB), a division of the
State’s Recreation and Conservation Office, has
awarded Skagit Land Trust and its grant partner
Seattle City Light $1.28 million to be used over the
next three years. Skagit Land Trust and its
partners will provide an additional $226,000 ‘local
match’ for this grant bringing the total dedicated to
new habitat protection to more than $1.5 million.
The assistance of the local ‘lead entity’ for salmon
recovery, Skagit Watershed Council, was crucial in
securing this grant. The continued support of
SRFB allows Skagit Land Trust and its partner to
acquire high quality Chinook salmon habitat along
the Skagit and Sauk Rivers and major tributaries.

Restoring and preserving fish and wildlife habitat is
not the only benefit this grant and Skagit Land Trust’s
efforts provide. The natural environment itself
provides economic benefits to Skagit County and
important ecosystem services, as discussed
elsewhere in this newsletter. Skagit County’s
renowned natural beauty contributes to our high
quality of life and also to our recreation based
industries and tourism, which includes fishing,
hunting, hiking and camping. All these things rely on a
healthy environment. In addition, the purchase and
restoration of habitat provides work in many fields
including those in engineering, surveying, appraisal
and construction/demolition. Preserving important
habitat and natural beauty while providing economic
benefit ….now that’s making a difference!
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Welcome New Americorp Volunteer

Business, Foundation &

Hi! I’m Ellie Rogers, this year’s Americorps Volunteer
Coordinator. I packed my car in late September, 2009, and
drove from my hometown of Saint Paul, Minnesota over plains
and through mountains so I could work with you all here in the
Skagit Valley. I’m so grateful for the opportunity to put my
ecology degree from Macalester College to good use, get to
know such charismatic folks, and experience a little topography.
Okay, a lot of topography. While the jagged horizon here is
certainly impressive, so are the people. You all are a dedicated
lot, and I have much to
learn. Thanks for all the
plant ID tricks and natural
history lessons so far. I will
welcome more! I’d also love
to hear any ideas you have
for amping up the volunteer
program here at Skagit
Land Trust and including
more of the community in
our work. Call, email, or
stop by the office! Thanks
so much for all you do.

Organization Members

“Thanks to all the volunteers
who have already been out
in the field with me since my
arrival in October: Stacey
Benson, Lester Bradford,
Martha Bray, Paul Brown,
Brenda Cunningham, Russ
Dalton, John Day, Kay Glade, Ralph Heft, Mark Hitchcock, Paul
Ingalls, Ryan Jepperson (and Samantha and Jacob!), Hal and
Hella Lee, Tim Manns, Jim Owens, Colleen Powell, Jim and
LaVerne Scheltens, John Seehorn, Lin Skavdahl, Amelia
Tomayko, Max Tomayko, Jeremy Westra, Jane Zillig.”

Business Sponsor
($100-$249)

Ellie Rogers
360-428-7878
erogers@skagitlandtrust.org.

Thank You!
Skagit Land Trust would like to thank Robin LaRue as he retires from
his post as the Land Steward at the Minkler Lake Conservation Area!
Robin has been the land steward at Minkler since SLT acquired it in
2004, where he has helped with various tree plantings, blackberry
removals, and general upkeep. Robin still plans to be active in the
Skagit Land Trust volunteer community, and we are grateful to have
had him in the ranks of the land stewards for so long!
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Business Leader
($5000 & up)
Bradford E. Furlong, P.S.
Guemes Island Resort

Business Conservator
($1000-$4999)
Skagit State Bank
The Evening Star

Business Benefactor
($500-$999)
Northwest Real Estate Valuation

Business Patron
($250-$499)
Fairweather Forestry
Frontier Bank
Hexcel Corporation
Holiday Inn Express
Leonard, Boudinot & Skodje, Inc.
Planting Design
Premier Graphics
Shorebird Properties
Skagit Law Group PLLC

Aleutian Boat Works
Christianson Nursery, LTD
Concrete Nor’West
Graham-Bunting & Associates
Guardian Northwest Title Company
Hampton Inn & Suites- Burlington
Hilde Family Dentistry
Hoekstra & Hoekstra
La Conner Maritime Services
Landed Gentry Development
Miller Consulting
Nordic Tugs, Inc
Sauk Mountain Pottery
Skagit Surveyors & Engineers
Skagit Wild Bird Supply
Skagit River Steel & Recycling, Inc.
Soto McNett Construction, Inc
Stratum Group
Sunbreak Greetings

Business Supporters
($60-$99)
Bayside Specialties, Inc
Fran Little LLC
Lee Mann Photography
Perennial Pleasures
Ric Merry Photo.com

Organizations
Anacortes Kiwanis Club

Thank You For Your Support

Thank You Business & Leadership Circle Supporters
Fidalgo Fly Fishers
Friends of the Anacortes
Community Forest Lands
Guemes Island
Environmental Trust
Holiday Hideaway Association
Seattle City Lights
Skagit Audubon Society
Skagit Conservation District
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Gr.
The Nature Conservancy

Grants & Foundations
Anacortes Parks Foundation
Anonymous
The Boeing Company
Charitable Trust
The Burning Foundation
Family Unity Fund
Horizons Foundation
Linnemann Family Foundation
Northwest Wildlife
Conservation Initiative
Doris Duke
Charitable Foundation
Puget Sound Energy Foundation
Salmon Recovery Funding Board
Samish Indian Nation
The Seattle Foundation
Lovett-Rolfe Family Trust
Seattle Foundation
Douglas & Barbara Crim
Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community
Temcov Foundation
Tulalip Tribes
WA Dept of Fish & Wildlife
WA Dept. of Natural Resources

SAFECO

Stewardship Fund
City of Anacortes
Ralph & Ruth Heft

Leadership Circle
Legacy Builder
Anonymous (2)
Joost Businger &
Marianne Kooiman
Ann & Carl Cady
Betty & Gary Curtis
Jube & Tom Fouts
Anne & Donald Passarelli
Howard & Carol Pellett
Scott Magorien &
Susan Hayton Magorien
Holiday & Robert Matchett
Rodman Family
John & Patricia Rose
Jacqueline & James Stutzman
Barbara Trask &
Ger van den Engh

Leader
J. Stephen Brown
Janice Martin & Doug Robinson
Vicki Soderberg Parry
in memory of H.D. Parry
John Tursi
in memory of Doris Tursi
Gerald Tuttle

Steward

Anonymous
Harry & Mary Chandler
The Eagan Family
Karen & William Everett
Matching Gifts
Corwin Fergus &
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Robert H. Fergus
Boeing Gift Matching Program
& Elizabeth Fergus
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Foundation
Jay Ham & Jan Hersey
Linda Korten & Jim Burnison
Rusty Kuntze & Libby Mills
Beau MacGregor
Keith & Jan Wiggers
Stan Zyskowski

Photo: Bertha Bridge

Conservator
Anonymous (2)
Paul Beaudet & David Wertheimer
Dick Chapman
Shirley Christenson
Brenda Cunningham &
Tim Manns
Paul Dinnel & Vicki McNeil
Ann & Bob Dursch

Carol & Jon Engels
Family Unity Fund
Ron Feld & Lorna Klemanski
Kristine & Roger Goodan
Phil & Kathy Green
Robert & Martha Groeschell
Carol & Kit Harma
Richard L. Hastings
Mark & Alison Hitchcock
Doris Holmes
Jay & Jennifer Hopkins
John & Linda Hunt
Marcia Hunt & Aaron Rasmussen
Zoanne & Frances Hyland
Elizabeth & Michael Jackets
Matt Lerner & Jo Saltmarsh
Morna McEachern &
Grant Brockmeyer
William & Diana McGaw
Sue & George Mehler
Margene & Marcus Merrow
Mark & Vickie Nysether
Robert Schaedler &
Jean Hawkins
The Schutz Family &
Mark Ericsson
Dennis Stanchfield &
Susan Radkins
Erynn Stephan
Tamara Stevens & Todd Rubano
in memory of Lois &
Ben Englebright
Kate Stewart &
Deborah DeWolfe
Mark Turner & Nicole Halbert
Ben & Sloane Winkes
Ken & Anne Winkes
Annette Woolsey & Jim Shiflett
in memory of Lois &
Ben Englebright
Jennifer & William Woyski
Andrea Xaver
Yadira Young

Benefactor
Anonymous (3)
Joanne Abelson & Chris Goelz
Elaine & J. Winston Anderson
Howard & Thais Armstrong
Mary Kay Barbieri &
Linda Jordan
Susan Bassett
Cheryl Bishop
John & June Brada
Lloyd & Wendy Brown
Ann Casperson
Lee & Mary Sue Dallas
Virginia Darvill
Barbara Denovan & William Budd

James Eberhardt
Kris Falconer
Lauren Farley
Ron & Julie Flint
Janet & Mark Gilkey
Elsa Gruber & Charles Pruett
in memory of
Harold Christenson,
in honor of Gene Murphy,
Keith Wiggers, Andrea Xaver
& Ray Taipale

David & Deborah Hall
Tom Hammond-Doel &
Deb Doel-Hammond
Larry & Josie Hedgpeth
Bill & Susan Henry
Lisa & Mike Janicki
Sean Kelly
Greg & Marlene Kleven
Mark & Kelly Linnemann
William & Diana McGaw
Mike & Sharon Minor
Mary Mittelstaedt
Robin Mittelstaedt
Marlene & James Moore
Forrest Nelson
Deborah North &
Robert Coffey
Kenneth & Enid Oates
Virginia & Stephen Orsini
Leo Osborne
Denny & Laurie Quirk
Richard & Nancy Robblee
Tom Robbins
Sheila & Richard Rhodes
Marcia & Mike Rodgers
Bruce & Laura Sanders
Gary R. Smith &
Missy Walsh-Smith
Linda Speck & Ken Willis
Peggy Starr & Marilee Fosbre
Richard & Sharon Stewart
Donna & Paul Turner
Glen Veal
Edith Walden
April & Brian Williamson
Elsa Wise
Wittman Family
Jana & Mike Woodmansee
In Memory of Ann Mann
Danielle Young

All Members and
In- Kind Gifts
will be listed in
The Annual Report

7

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Mount Vernon, WA
Permit No. 195

PO Box 1017
325 Pine Street, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
www.skagitlandtrust.org

Mission Statement
Skagit Land Trust conserves wildlife habitat,
wetlands, agriculture and forest lands,
scenic open space and shorelines
for the benefit of our community and as a
legacy for future generations.

Saving Land for Tomorrow

Upcoming Events
• February 27th - Annual Auction & Dinner
Saturday - 5:30 - 9pm at McIntyre Hall
• March 19th - Annual Meeting
Friday - 6 - 9pm at Hillcrest Lodge, Mount Vernon

• Stay tuned for 2010 volunteer event dates!
This spring and summer, we invite all of you to join
us in two big trail-building projects. We’ll be forging
new walking trails on our Guemes Mountain and
Barr Creek properties. Check our website for
further event details: www.skagitlandtrust.org.

Photo: Katie Moyer

• August 21st - Annual Picnic at Lyman Park

Young
Trust members,
Jacob and
Samantha
Jepperson, help
with a
restoration
project at
Elysium
Meadows.

• What’s new with Guemes Island?
In 2010, we’ll develop a management plan to ensure ecological integrity and public enjoyment of Guemes
Mountain. Skagit Land Trust will hold an informational meeting and conversation with Guemes Islanders in early
February, and soon thereafter we hope to begin building an accessible trail to the top. The trail-building process
will begin this spring, and will be guided by the expertise of the Washington Trails Association. If you have
questions about the stewardship of Guemes Mountain, email Michael Kirshenbaum at
MichaelK@skagitlandtrust.org.

