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SKAGIT UPDATE NEWSLETTER OF THE SKAGIT LAND TRUST

Herons Return to Nest In Record Numbers!!!!

In 1994 Bud and Vera Kinney donated 3.5 acres of their land on March’s Point to Skagit Land Trust. Great
Blue Herons have been nesting on the forested property since the 1970s and the Kinneys wanted to see the
area protected. At the time of the donation there were at least 100 heron nests
in the area. In December 2003, 575 nests were counted at the site!

Although the number of heron nests at this site has increased dramatically in
the past few years, the heron population of the area has not. Skagit Land Trust
Executive Director Molly Doran says, “There is a growing concern that small
heronries throughout Puget Sound are being abandoned because of
encroaching development and the herons are congregating in fewer locations,
making protection of these nesting locations all the more critical.” Loss of
foraging habitat elsewhere may also be attracting the birds to March’s Point.
March’s Point Heronry is located between three major marine bays (Fidalgo,
Padilla and Similk) and the
farm fields of the lower
Samish and Skagit deltas,
providing the herons with
areas to hunt for fish, frogs and small mammals. The
proximity of so much rich foraging habitat makes it ideal
for finding enough food to satisfy hungry, young chicks.

Skagit L.and Trust conducts surveys of the nests every year
after the leaves fall from the trees and before the herons
return in the early spring. Volunteers systematically count
the nests, record information about the nest trees and mark
the trees with tags so their use can be tracked year after year.

Fhoto b}j Jer‘rﬂ I isner

On December 13, 2003, we had an exceptional group of volunteers helping us count nests. Skagit Land
Trust members and staff were joined by many members of the greater community, including employees
and familyof T Bailey, members of Friends of Skagit County, People for Puget Sound, The Port of
Anacortes and Beach Watchers from Camano Island. Four teams were formed, each with a scribe and many
pairs of eyes to search for nests. At the end of the day 575 nests were counted in 272 trees. This count
makes March’s Point the largest known Great Blue Heron colony in Puget Sound and likely the largest on
the west coast of North America.
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Letter from the Executive Director

Private landowners are making a tremendous
difference in what the future of this region is going
to look like. In this newsletter you will read about
the Conservation Easement John and Kristen
Boyes placed on their Clear Lake property. The
Boyes could have subdivided their property to the
maximum allowable home sites or harvested the
forest forincome. Instead they decided to protect
the land they love for the community and for future
generations.

Conservation Easements are a relatively new
conservation tool, becoming prevalent in the
1980’s. Yet in a short time theirimpact has been
enormous. By enabling landowners to maintain ownership while
protecting the natural character of the land forever, Conservation
Easements have protected almost 3 million acres nationwide.
Most Conservation Easements are voluntary donations and
benefit the public by protecting valuable land, thus the value a
landowner gives may also be considered a charitable gift. This
market-based approach to conservation works so well it is being
used in other countries. Currently Congress is reviewing
increased tax incentives for conservation easements to help
stem the loss of farmland, forestland and valuable habitat
nationwide. However due to their increased use and some
possibility of misuse, they are taking care to ensure easements
are properly structured to reflect the intent of the law and meet
specific conservation purposes.

Here in Skagit County, Conservation Easements have helped knit
together habitat that would otherwise be fragmented by development
and are helping to safeguard fragile ecosystems and precious open
space. In particular, there are few other conservation methods available
to protect valuable county landscapes such as lowland forests and
farmlands. If we want to retain our high quality of life and resist
succumbing to the sprawl that robs an area of its natural beauty, scenic
vistas and wildlife corridors, we need methods that support individual
acts of conservation.

| thank all our county residents who have donated conservation
easements on their property. Without them, we’d be leaving a much
poorer Skagit to future generations.

Molly Doran
Executive Director
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NEW CONSERVATION EASEMENT

NEW CONSERVATION EASEMENT PROTECTS CLEAR LAKE FARM

Dr. John Boyes has owned a small farm just north of Clear Lake since 1975. ltis pretty as a picture —
a classic, old-fashioned, twenty-four acre farm — complete with old apple trees and a root cellar made
of stone. The pastures are lined with sturdy wooden fences, and years ago John had a beautiful big
round barn built from recycled warehouse beams; this was to stable and train the thoroughbred horses
that he and his wife Kristen raised. The farm is nestled on the south side of a forested hill graced by
large old cedars and Douglas fir.

The Boyes are now ready to move on, but before they sell the farm they want to make sure it won’t
change too much. The current zoning allows for up to five
g vveec—eg  houses on the land —and the 8 acres of forest is completely

e

harvestable under current regulations. If a new buyer were to
maximize his or her economic value, the farm and the forest
would disappear.

The Conservation Easement the Boyes donated to the Trust
prevents any further subdivision or residential development
beyond two single-family residences. It also ensures Best
Management Practices will be employed on the farm, limits

John and K risten Boges

the amount of impervious surface that can be covered
with farm structures, and prohibits cutting of the
forested hillside outside of a designated one-acre
homesite.

This is likely to substantially reduce the potential sale
price of the land, but the Boyes are willing to give this
up in favor of conservation, and the likelihood of
qualifying for a charitable donation.

Kristen says that people in Clear Lake have implored

her to save the valuable trees on the farm’s hillside, and on the adjacent acreage the Boyes also own.
This stand of mature low elevation forest serves as a scenic backdrop to the town and, itis a
disappearing habitat type that is vital for species dependent on big trees adjacent to wetlands and
open areas. These include Vaux Swift, Pileated Woodpecker, several species of bats and native
amphibians. These signature landscapes of forest-clad hills rising from the river floodplain are rapidly
giving way to residential development and clear-cutting in the Skagit Valley.

The Boyes hope to continue their commitment to conservation by working with the Trust to protect
additional forest on their adjacent parcels in the future. Private land conservation through donation of
Conservation Easements is one of the few tools currently available to help protect these important low
elevation forests. We commend the foresight and commitment to conservation shown by John and
Kristen Boyes.




Heronry Stewards — Jim and Levy Sheltens

Levy Scheltens is the Volunteer Land Steward for the March’s Point Heronry. Her husband Jim volunteers as
her able-bodied assistant. However, the truth be known, they work as a team.

Daily, Jim drops Levy off for work at the Shell Puget Sound Refinery on March’s Point and then drives past
the heronry to check it out on his way to work at PACCAR Technical Center. He says, “The Great Blue Heron
is such a large, striking, prehistoric-looking bird. It is amazing to see large
numbers of herons leave the heronry in the morning and spread out across the
tide flats, or return in the evening. Having so many concentrated in such a small
area is a wonderful highlight of our area that we should preserve.”

The Sheltens moved to Anacortes 20 years ago because of the abundance of
parks, shoreline, and wildlife. Since then, they have had a growing concern about
how much land is being lost to development each year. They are grateful to Bud
and Vera Kinney for donating their 3.5 acres of the heronry to the Trust for
preservation in perpetuity and are grateful to the Trust for defending it from outside
encroachment. Jim says, “Most conservation efforts seem to be adversarial, but
the Land Trust is able to do effective environmental work in a co-operative way.
The work the Trust does is also lasting. What the Trust preserves today is likely to
stay preserved.”

The Scheltens are delighted they are a part of preserving this outstanding heron
habitat. We are delighted they have chosen to volunteer their time and talent to

protect the March’s Point Heronry. atLC]—V%E:%Z:it

WELCOME SPRING BY PROTECTING LOCAL LANDS.
JOIN SKAGIT LAND TRUST FORA
WILDLIFE BENEFIT CRUISE FROM LA CONNER
April 3,9:30am -1:30pm

Skagit Land Trust is sponsoring a half-day cruise on the Viking Star with Tim Manns and Brenda
Cunningham and other naturalists. This comfortable boat with complete fa€jlities will leave La Conner and
explore the surrounding bays and sloughs. The cruise is timed feropti unH viewing of the arrival of vast
numbers of Great Blue Herons to the March’s Point Heronry. {

Come witness natural history in the making and view wildlife in wor[ld clas habitat with Skagit County
experts. Invite your friends as part of a Tulip Festival weekend. e

Price: $50 per person. Reservations are required. \E‘

Call Diane at 360-428-7878. Call early as this cruise is expect

Proceeds from the cruise directly benefit Skagit Land Tru
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Guest Speaker

The annual meeting of Skagit Land Trust EUGENE KOZLOFF, Ph.D.
will be held at

Shelter Bay Club House, LaConner Eugene Kozloff, Ph.D., is a professor of
March 19, 2004 / 6 —-9PM Zoology at the University of Washington and

one of the Northwest’s most knowledgeable
and beloved naturalists. He is the author of
many field guides including Seashore Life of
the Northern Pacific Coast and Plants and
Animals of the Pacific Northwest. His books
are considered the Northwest field guides of
choice for common folk and scholars alike
due to their interesting nature, beautiful
photos and inclusion of the common to the
obscure. Eugene loves to share his intimate
knowledge of the biological world through
teaching. As someone said, “Learning from
Kozloff is pure bliss.”

6-7pm Refreshments, Displays, Silent Auction (ltems
include: sea kayaking trip & lessons, picnic, hand
made wood carving, etc.)

7-9pm Business Meeting and Guest Speaker
Invitations, with directions, will be mailed
in early March.

If a Trustmember would like to be considered
for election to the Skagit Land Trust Board of
Directors, or would like to nominate another
member, he or she should submit a petition,
endorsed by at least 5 other members, to the
nomination committee by February 18, 2004.
Petitions should be mailed to the nomination
chair, John Osborn . . , ,

' ’ Organisms. Bring your friends, family and
PO Box 1017, Mount Vernon, WA 98273. your books for signing and listen to the
All nominees must be members. master tell the story of the rich and incredible
ways organisms live together in relationship.

Eugene will be the guest presenter at our
Annual Meeting on March 19th. He will give a
slide presentation on Symbiosis, The
Interesting Relationship Between

Yes! I want to protect Skagit County’s natural legacy!

3 e [ 5158 Name Membership Categories
@ "},/’ %, #I Business** Windividual $25
SKAGIT LAND TRUST | Address QFamily $35
Saving Land for Tomorrow DSupporter* $50
Thank you for sup.porting Phone DSponsor* $100

land conservation! Enclosed is my check for $ : QPatron* $250

Donations to Skagit Land Trust | Please charge $ monthly quarterly one time OBencfactor* $500

are tax deductible. 0 .

Please remit to: VISA/MC Exp. Date Conservator”  $1000

Skagit Land Trust Signature DSteward* $2500

POBox 1017 (Major Donor*  $5000




Leaving a Legacy of Land Conservation

There are a number of ways that you can leave a legacy of land conservation.

* Amemorial or honorarium is a thoughtful way of paying tribute to a loved one or associate while benefiting
the land. If you would like to remember a special person or occasion, what better way to honor those who
appreciate Skagit County than by helping to protect the natural diversity that makes it so unique. The honoree
or their family will be notified of your gift and we will also send you an acknowledgment of the donation.

* Bequests - Skagit Land Trust has been remembered in wills through cash or property bequests. This is

one of the simplest ways to make a future gift.

* There are many types of charitable gifts with tax advantages, such as charitable remainder trusts, that also
help protect local lands. We encourage you to contact your professional tax advisor as to how best to

structure a gift for your needs.

COOPERATIVE GRANT PROPOSAL
RECOMMENDED FOR FUNDING

In July 0f 2003, Ducks Unlimited submitted a proposal to
a federal grant program, funded by the North American
Wetland Conservation Act (NAWCA), for $1,000,000.
The grant proposal was for Ducks Uunlimited to work
with its partners, including Skagit Land Trust, to continue
protection and restoration of key wetlands in the Skagit
and Samish watersheds. We are pleased to announce
that in December, the NAWCA Council recommended
funding this proposal. Included in the grant will be
$290,000 for Skagit Land Trust habitat protection

projects.

THANKYOU

Thais Armstrong for the use of her splendid watercolor
painting used on the Trust’s holiday card.

Jerry Eisner for donating his beautiful bird photographs
that the Trust uses on note cards and calendars.

Linda & John Hunt for donating office furniture and
supplies.

John Osborn for his truck and strong back in moving all
of the new furniture.

Herb Sargo for 2 folding signboards to help people find
Trust events and signs for our office door and windows.

Mark Your Calendar ]

Save Land and Shop for
Skagit Land Trust
on February 27"

4% Friday at
Skagit Valley Food Co-op

We are pleased to announce that the Skagit Valley
Food Co-op has chosen Skagit Land Trust for their
4% Friday program. This program gives 4% of the
Co-op sales on one Friday a month to a non-profit
community organization.

Please show your support
for the
Land Trust and shop
at the SVFC on February 27" (you don’t have to be
a member to shop at the co-op).
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Major Donors
Bob & Pat Hegg Brown

Conservator
($1000-$2,499)

Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor

Nadine Burrington

Harold & Shirley Christenson
Lin Folsom

Jeanne Glick

Dr. Jay Ham

Linda & John Hunt

Beau MacGregor

Marlene & Jim Moore
Nielsen Family

Mark A Nysether

Tamara Stevens & Todd Rubano
Michael Temcov

Keith & Jan Wiggers

Rich & Beth Williamson

Corporatc Mcmbcrs
Business Benefactor
($500 - $999)

Timmers Appraisal Services

Business Patron

($250 - $499)
First American Title
Skagit State Bank
Leonard, Boudinot & Skodje
MacGregor Publishing Co.
Miller Consulting
Business Sponsor

($100 - $249)
Arbor Pacific Forestry
Cap Santa Heated Mini-Storage
Concrete Nor'west
Farm to Market Bakery
Hoekstra & Hoekstra
Puget Sound Energy
Skagit River Steel & Recycling
Shorebird Properties
The Language Exchange, Inc

Business Supporter
($50 - $99)

Earthbound Used Books
Landed Gentry Realty
McGregor Insurance Agency
Meyer Sign & Advertising Co.
Skagit Valley Healing Arts

Additional Contributions

Earthbound Used Books
Microsoft Gift Matching
Printwise

Skagit Valley Healing Arts

( Erganizations

Friends of Anacortes Forest
Lands

Evergreen Islands

Skagit Audubon Society

Skagit Conservation District

Skagitonians to Preserve
Farmland

The Nature Conservancy

(Granting Organizations
and Founclations

The Burning Foundation

The Dudley Foundation

Horizons Foundation

The Hugh & Jane Ferguson
Foundation

Linnemann Family Foundation

Salmon Recovery Funding Board

Seattle Foundation

Stewarclship Funcl

City of Anacortes

John & Kristen Boyes
Ralph & Ruth Heft

Bob Keller & Pat Karlberg

Tharxks to Nlew and Kenewing Members

Ju!q 1, 200% ~ December 51, 200%

Benafactor ($500-$999)
Jane Clapp

Marcia Hunt

Rae Kozloff

Sue and George Mehler

Gene and Ginny Murphy
MaryKay Pasnick

Erynn E.M. Stephan

Andrea Xaver

E_]sa Gruber & (}warles Fruett

(Renewed in celebration of

Martha brag and John Dag)

Patron ($250-$499)

Ruth and Harry Adamitz

Robert L. Apter, MD

Diane Bednarz and Peter Jepson
John and June Brada

Tom and Catherine Dostart
Robert And Cecilia Johnson
Kathleen H. Root

Pat Sneeringer

Sponsor ($100 - $249)

Robert & Victoria Bourns
Elizabeth Brown &

Ethan Goldberg
John A. Carr, MD
Bill & Holly Dietrich
Molly Doran & Andy Cline
Harold & Diane Eiesland
Ronald Feld & Lorna Klemanski
Donald J. Finsen
Joseph & Lucrezia Fuchs
Brad Furlong & Eileen Butler
James Gallup
Pat & Janet Good
Robert Higgins, MD
Sarah Huntington
Stephen & Nancy Johnson
George Lawson
Cort Liddell & Carolyn Sutton
Tim Manns &

Brenda Cunningham
Daniel Martin &

Patricia Botsford-Martin
Jack Middleton &

Anne Brooks Middleton
Curtis Miller & Shirley Soloman
Gary & Betty Miles
Tom & Mary Moody
Nicholas Nigro
Robert G. Personius
Ed & Linda Pysher
Carl & Jane Randolph
Richard & Nancy Robblee
Betty Rockwell
Terry & Kathy Stevens
Jane Wagner & Bruce Bollert
Annette Woolsey & Jim Shiflett
Robert & Kay Wuerth
Jane Zillig & Paul Ingalls
Stan Zyskowski

Supporter ($50 - $99)

Liz & Michael Bart

Dan & Donna Brauer

Karen & Jonathan Briggs

Jennifer F. Clarke, Ph.D

Dianne Dailey & Robert Doupe

Gene & Marilyn Derig

Doreen Dunton

Adrienne Edmonson &
Michael Knodt

Karla Garey

Kristine & Roger Goodan

Carol Havens & Vince Streano

Lief & Monica Hazelet

Albert Heath

Ri & Sally Hill

Joshua & Amber Hunter
Steve & Robyn Johnson
Kirk Johnson & Lori Nordgulen
James Kaufman

Eric & Laura Kraig

Kathy & Mark Larson
Lance & Nancy Larson
Susan & Fred F. Miller
Edward K. Newbold

Lauren Rich

Harold & Irene Richardson
Cyd & Herb Sanborn

Dan Senour

Sherri Stites

Richard & Daphene Storwick
Gary & Ruby Vallat

Sarah Welch & Jon Riedel
Mary Wohleb

Ms. G. O. Wright

Family ($35 - $49)

Jim & Joyce Anderson
Steve & Gail Aslanian
Scott & Jennifer Aylor
Gary Bailey & Gayle Scholl
Graydon & Joyce Baker
Cathy Baker & Rich Feldman
Tom & Helen Bassler

Rich & Feryll Blanc

Gary & Heidi Bletsch

John & Mary Louise Brown
Dr. Gary & Sue Brown
Julie Burgmeier &

Jonathan Duckworth
Kelly Bush & Russ Dalton
Dan & Sally Casey
Bill & Frankie Chapman
Gerry Cook & Hannah Sullivan
Joan Cross
Chris Danilson & Jenny Baker
Jack & Sonjia de Yonge
Joyce Dillard
Barb & Terry Doran
Judith Dudley &

Thomas Slocum
Jerry & Marilyn Eisner
John & Marie Erbstoeszer
Christie Fairchild & Art Olson
Barbara & Dean Gregory
Ramona Hammerly
Karen A. Lewis-Hart
Steve & Katie Hinton
David & Kathy Hirdler
Bill & Gail Hlavacek
Will Honea & Marketa Vorel
Elliott & Vickie Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. William V. Lucic
Dr. Malcolm Madenwald &

Wendy Gray
Keith & Joan McGee
Dick & Bettie McNeely
Todd McNett & Liz McNett-Crowl
Duane & Joan Melcher
Bob Mierendorf & Lisa Broxson
Michael Monroe
David C Moreland
Gordon & Joanne Odegaard
Hazel Pilkinton
Andrea & Lyle Poolman
Anita Pyne
Kathy & Robert Reim
Teresa L. & Scott A. Rinkler
Paul Schissler & Sue Willis
Robert E. Scott
Joan & Bill Scott
Gail R. Smith
Jay Smith & Susan Wood
John Smith & Cheryl Harrison
David & Grace Smith
Richard Staples
Larry P. & Alba D. Stevens
Margaret Studer
Steve & Frederica Sulzbacher
Arn & Fran Thoreen

Richard Tjersland

Virginia Walsh

Jennifer & William Woyski
Philip & Carolynne Wright
David & Pat Young

Individual ($25 - $34)
Kathryn Alexandra

Arthur and Maryann Arndt
Charles Ayers

Judy Baker

Meredith Baker

Clayton Bliss

John and Merydee Carlson
Sonia Collins

Allen Craney

Michael Daley g
Lin Folsom iy
Barbara French 77 ./
Ms. Dianne Gaughah ~ ¥
Barbara Geraghty
Susan Jepson
Janette Johnson
Paul Johnson
Rafeal Kelly

Lori Kyle

Jeannie Lennon
Karen Mac Donald
Ann Magnano

Dan Mahar

Cynthia McGuiness
Janet McKinney
Tarn Mower

Mark Pearson
Loretta Penrod

Bob Rose

Wende Sanderson
Mike Sato

Janet Saunders
Margaret M. Schulz
Edward and Carol Schwabe
Liz Smith

Patrick Smith

Rosemary Stevens
Patricia Verd

B

Additional Contributions
C.A. Biermann

John & Gail Boggs

Ferdi Businger

Debbie & Darrell Cornelius
Patricia & Richard

de La Chapelle
Thomas & Elaine Dinan
Walter Enquist
Nick Fahey & Deborah Martin
Donald Finsen
Jim & Frances Ford
Rose Friedlander
J. N. & L. B. Furin
Daniel Hanesworth
Albert Heath
Kathryn Heron
Doris Holmes
James L. Johnson
Elmer & Jean Johansen
Sean Kelly
Fayette Krause
Von & Elizabeth Kuehn
Robin LaRue
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Lisser
Robert & Norma Maris
Daniel Martin &

Patricia Botsford-Martin
Janice Martin & Doug Robinson
Sue & George Mehler
Robert & Barbara Meier
Mark & Alison Miller
Deborah Money
George & Mary Newbury
John & Shirley Osborn
Kathleen Walsh Packard
Peter Remick
Susan Richardson

Steve & Susan Rigney
Tom Robbins

Gerry & Doris Robbins
Kim Sager

Herb & Christine Sargo
Robert & Emma Schroder
Maurice & Virginia Shank
Donna Shram

Sue & Richard Sigmen
Marlies & John Slostad
Terence & Lois Slotemaker
Charles Stavig

Terry & Kathy Stevens
Mary & Bob Taylor

Bill & Sally Turner

John & Doris Tursi
Robert & Polly Winkelman
Robert & Kay Wuerth
Andrea Xaver
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Jn Memorg of Mark
5urrington

Nadine Burrington

|n Mcmor:v,; of
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Richard & Thelma Berner
Jay & Susan Castle
Alvin & Laurel Clairmont
Nathan & Linda Cook
Leo & Katherine Curro
Eunice Darvill
Marcia Van Doren
Mr & Mrs. Calvin Dunnell
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Felsher
Louise Harris
Dave & Kathy Hirdler
Betty Ann Morgan
Gene & Ginny Murphy
Dorothy Naas
Bill & Joyce Olson
Lauretta Scionti
Ann Sebring
Shirley Smith
Tamara Stevens &

Todd Rubano
Alfred & Laurie Strasser
Ned & Jeane Swanson
Cecil & June Thomas
Pamela & Curtis Vail
Keith & Jan Wiggers
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Brenda Cunningham &
Tim Manns

In Memory of
Marie Gﬁck

Dr. Ann Spradlin
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Upcoming Volunteer [~ vents:

February 28 — Young’s Slough: Help us improve the conditions in our
watershed by planting trees in a fallow field along the Skagit River. A great
event for families. Great views of the Skagit.

March 20 — Butler Flats: Celebrate the beginning of spring by planting
willow “whips” and other native plants that provide cover for ducks,
amphibians and songbirds in a wetlands protected by Skagit Land Trust.
Children are welcome.

May 1 — Day Creek: Join us for a “clean up party” and tour of a beautiful
new Trust property. The day will include a hike out to the gravel bars on the
Skagit River. Come help us give this habitat a fresh start.

June 19 — Chuckanut Walk/Tour: Join Skagit Land Trust for a walking tour
of the Chuckanuts. We’ll explore the natural history and talk about this unique
greenway between the Cascades and Puget Sound and why we need to
protect it.

If you are interested in any of these events, please call the Trust’s
Stewardship Director, Brenda Cunningham at (360) 428-7878 for details and
to let her know you are coming. It is a great opportunity to get outside with a
wonderful group of people, learn more about our region’s natural history, and
see what types of properties the Trust protects.

Savc the Datc
Details Jnside

27th

4% Friday
Shop at the
Skagit Valley Food Co-op
for Skagit Land Trust!

1 9th

Skagit Land Trust
Annual Meeting 6-9pm
Shelter Bay, LaConner

3rd

Cruise the Viking Star
with wildlife experts.




