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Minkler Lake Protected for Wildlife,
Fish and Our Community

Whendriving east on o ol
Highway 20, beforeyouget B = ;
tothetown of Lyman, have v
you noticed Minkler Lakeon L T
your right-hand side?Itisa
lovely gem—barely hidden
fromvien—glinting through
thea dersand salmonberry
brush. Withthe help of the
Skagit Watershed Council
and the Washington State
Samon Recovery Funding
Board, the Trust recently
purchased 107 acres of
primefishandwildlifehabitat
inand around thelake.

Minkler Lakeisamile-long
freshwater pond, whichlong
ago was an oxbow of the
Skagit River. Higtoricdly it
wasused asamillpond and pilingsaretill visiblefrom
Highway 20. Inrecent yearsthelake hasbeen |eft alone
and undeveloped, and fishand wildlifehavethrived. The
qui et backwaters are accessibleto Skagit River salmon
through Childs Creek. Thistypeof habitat isparticularly
important to juvenile Coho salmon, which spend ayear in
freshwater before migrating to sea, and need refugefrom
winter flood events.

Theland that was purchased by the Trustisalong
narrow parcel that encompasses most of thelake. It can
be best viewed from the county’s Cascade Trail, heading
west fromLyman.
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\olunteer Seward Coordinator Ralph Heft at newly
purchased Minkler Lake. Thislakeisparticularly
important for juvenile Coho Salmon.

“We areexcited to add thisland to our protected natural
aress—itisteamingwithwildlifeof al sorts,” said Mally
Doran, theTrust’s Executive Director.

The property was purchased from the Estate of Beulah

Dickinson. The purchase pricewas $228,000, which was
determined by afair-market appraisal.

Continued on page 3
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From the Executive Director

“...Land is the community to which we all
belong”. Aldo Leopold

When Skagit Land Trust protects a property, as
we just did Minkler Lake, | am fascinated by the
land’s history as well as its natural amenities. Of
course, they are inextricably intertwined. Skagit’s
people are linked to geography, topography and
environment and together with the natural world
form a diverse heritage and sense of place.

Minkler arrived a little over 130 years ago in the
Skagit when the land that now houses highways
and malls was still wilderness, yet a peopled wilderness. He had quite
an adventure getting past the logjams at what is now Mt Vernon and up
the thickly forested river but he apparently fell in love with the valley
immediately. It is noted he was guided by “Indians” up the river. In fact,
Minkler was part of a ‘bridge culture’- the first wave of our current ‘Euro-
American’ culture coming to settle in the valley. Today’s definition of
wilderness (a place without people) is of course a misperception when
used historically- the Salish tribes had called this area home for
centuries and had their own influence on Skagit land.

According to Upper Skagit records, Minkler Lake was in the vicinity of
an Upper Skagit village buh-see-kwee-GWEELTS translated to mean
“people of the big rocks”. Could they have imagined Birdsey Minkler and
his friends arriving to settle or what a sawmill could do? And could
Birdsey ever have imagined that there would be a group such as
ourselves that would buy the land just to allow it to rest - what a concept —
especially when the land must have seemed to go on forever. Before
that, well, the USGS says Minkler Lake delineates an edge of a volcanic
lahar. Might it have been part of the one that washed debris down Mt
Baker into the Skagit and then formed the base for the logjams limiting
exploration until the 1880’s.

Charting the passage of time over the same valley or river or piece of
land brings home Aldo Leopold’s philosophy that land is the community,
to which all of us belong. | feel honored that Skagit Land Trust with the
help of our partners and members, is able to protect such places,
steeped in community and natural history.

'*“'«f’ .—:;,-___
Molly Doran >/'7

Executive Director



Minkler Lake Purchase
Continued from page 1

“We are really excited to add this land to our protected
natural areas. It isteaming with wildlife of all sorts.”
- Molly Doran, Executive Director.

Theappraised valueincluded reimbursement to the seller for the
existing rightsto build ahouse on an upland portion of the property
located next to Minkler Road. The Trust, of course, will not exercise
these development rights, but intendsto restore thisareato native
habitat.

Eighty-five percent of the project costswere provided by agenerous
grant from the Salmon Recovery Funding Board, with theremainder
provided from private donations. L ast year, when the Salmon
Recovery Funding Board wasfacing the difficult decisionsabout
whereto grant limited state acquisition funds, Shirley Solomon and
the Skagit Watershed Council worked tirelessly to support the
Trust’sproposal for thisproject.

A three-acreareanear Minkler Road isnow abandoned pasture.
TheTrust plansto plant treesin thisareasoon —keep your eyes
peeled for our announcement of atree-planting party. And, on
September 25th the bustour described in thisnewd etter will stopto
admirethislatest Skagit Land Trust acquistion.

the Minkler family.

Photo courtesy of Skagit River Journal of History & Folklore
http: //mamw.stumpranchonline.conyskagitj our nal

What’s ]n a Name?
Minkler | ake

Birdsey Minkler wasone of thefirst up
river pioneerson the Skagit and had a
stronginfluenceontheriver community.
Hislifeaccomplishmentsincludebeinga
representativein thefirst Washington
legidature and astate senator. Hislove
of the Skagit beganin 1877 when he
paddled and poled upriver with Native
Americanguidesuntil hefoundan
unclaimed pieceof wildernessbeside
thefast-flowing Skagit. He set about
darting asuccessful mill business. He
founded thetown of Birdsview,
originaly knownasMinkler’sLanding
for thesternwhed ersthat could
navigatethat far up theriver. Hisfirst
homestead was at Grandy Creek and
hisfirst saw mill wasacrosstheriver a
Mill Creek (coincidentally Skagit Land
Trust has protected lands on both of
these creeks). Later thefamily moved
downriver to Lyman and Birdsey
founded another mill at Minkler Lake
with Frank Ries. They aso built anew
village on the south end of thelakewith
apost officefor whichtheMinklers
werethe namesake. Themill burnedto
thegroundin 1920in mysterious
circumstancesand al vestigesaregone
except for pilingsyou can seeasyou
driveby on Hwy 20. Thereareno
traces of thetown, but thispioneering
family’snameremainson our newly
protected Minkler Lake Conservation
Area. Information compliments of
Skagit River Journal of

History & Folklore, 2002.
www.stumpranchonline.comvskagitjour nal
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Al Craney - of Skagit Conservation District for helping to
make the Hurn and Ryan riparian area restoration projects
successful.

Sagit Valley Food Co-op — for the proceeds of
their 4% Friday program.

Jim Johnson, Ralph Heft, Gene Earnest,

Peter Jepson, Tim Manns, Peggy Ratermann,

Pete Haase, Bonnie Dawson, Dick Raisler,

Arn Thoreen, Lucy Socum and Lyman and

Judy Dudley — for removing trash and a small building on
Day Creek Slough property.

Emerson High School students and staff - for planting
nearly 400 native trees along the Nookachamps;

Sky Nursery - for donating the trees; Skagit Fisheries
Enhancement Group - for supporting this project.

Crown Pacific - for donating 1,000 native trees for
plantings and Nitty Gritty Garden Club - for donating 180
native trees.

Peter Jepson, Keith Wiggers and Ralph Heft - for
installing a fence and gate at our Grandy Creek Property.

Catapult Heavy Construction - for their assistance in
planning for aHurn Field educational pullout.

Concrete Nor’West - for donating fence-building 7~
materials for Grandy Creek Conservation Area. | |

Judy Gamble plants donated native trees
aong Young Slough, an area protected
by a conservation easement.

Diane Bednarz ferries
Molly Doran and her
bundle of willowsat a
planting on Butler Flats. *
Check out the ponds on
Green Road.

Sy, i ] . &
Thank you Brenda Cunningham, Tim Manns and Jan &
Keith Wiggersfor leading thewildlife boat cruise and
Trevor Kyle for taking pictures. We plan another cruise
next year.

It took volunteers most of the day to demolish an old
camp on the Day Creek Slough property. But they had
fundoingit!

Peter Jepson constructing
afence along the bountry
of Trust property at
Grandy Creek.




Volunteers Make a
Difference

Herb Sargo putsthe ="

finishing touchestothe
new logosignonthe
Trust'sofficedoor.

Landowner Bob Keller and Stewardship Director
- BrendaCunninghamreview hisconservation

i seasement along the CasadeRiver.

Studentsand staff from Emerson

High School celebrated Earth Day

by helping to plant nativetreesalongthe
NookachampsRiver on Trust property.

What Exactly is a Conservation Easement?

We often get asked, “ What exactly isaConservation
Easement?’ Good question.

Asalandowner, you havetheright to do alot of different
thingswith your property. For instance, subject to laws
and regulations, you can build houses or commercial
businesses, put in roads, plant trees or cut them down.
For peoplewho haveland with significant conservation
valueson their property (such asfresh and saltwater
shorelineor largetractsof nativeforest or farmland), the
gift of aconservation easement to Skagit Land Trust
involvesvoluntarily giving up someof theserights
forever.

In many casesfederal tax law recognizesthat itis
valuableto the publicto give up theserightsfor the sake
of conservation. Thus, if aperson donatesaqualifying
conservation easement, they can claim thevalue of the
extinguished rightsasacharitablegift on their income
tax. Thiscan result in substantial tax savings.

Conservation Easementsdo not haveto alow public
accessto qualify asacharitable gift —the key isthat the

landowner isproviding public benefit by protecting the
natural features of their land.

If alandowner donates a conservation easement on their
land, they till own theland, and they can still sell it or
leaveit tother children. However, mutually agreed upon
restrictionsare permanently attached to thetitle of the
property. Each conservation easement iscustomized to
meet theindividual landowner’sneedsand goalsfor their
property. Easement donors sometimesreserverightsto
useaportion of their land for specific things. For instance,
they might identify theforest or wetland as* forever wild”
but keep use of afamily camping site on the property; or
they might give up theright to do aresidentia subdivision,
but reserve asitefor achild sfuture home. Skagit Land
Trust checkstheland under easement each year.

Donating aconservation easement givesthelandowner
theimmense satisfaction of knowing they areleaving a
legacy of land protected forever — aplacefor future
generationsto enjoy and cherish, and ahavenfor wildlife.




Tax-Wise Giving
Make Provisions to Make a Difference

|
¥

Retirement Assets Can Createa:

. F
Charitable Opportunity / ||

“ S SN T
Asthe* baby boomers’ generation and their parents’ age, one& e assets
they should keep an eye onisundistributed fundsfrom Individua Retirement
Accounts(IRA’s), 401(K) plansand other retirement programs. Without
proper planning, agood amount of these assets could belost to taxes—in
some casesover 50%. At the sametime, thesefundsalso provide
opportunitiesfor charitablegiving.

4
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Because standard |RA'sand 401(k)’ sare often funded by pre-tax income,
disbursementsfrom thesefunds are subject toincometax. If aperson dies
beforetheretirement fund has been exhausted, the remaining asset may be
subject tofedera incometaxes, potentially estatetax, and in some states,
Satetax.

Ontheother hand, abequest of the remaining assetsin aretirement plan
could avoid both estate and incometaxes and hel p support afavorite cause
suchasSkagit Land Trust.

Sincemost peopledo not takethelr retirement benefitsinalump sum, many
will diewithretirement fundsintheir estates. Please consider naming Skagit
Land Trust asaprimary or secondary beneficiary of your IRA or 401(K)
account. Asalegacy, it will makeatruedifferenceto theworld weleaveto
futuregenerations.

Pleasecdll theofficeor email for our Tax ID #.

Sign up for a Guided Bus
Tour of Skagit Land Trust
Properties With Experts

SignUp Now for afdl tour of
Skagit Land Trust properties! On
September 25th Skagit Land Trust
will takeyou onthelovely
backroads of Skagit County to see
someof theseldomvisited Trust
propertiesthat weare protecting
together. Experiencethe beautiful
autumn scenery and seewildlife
while hearing from the expertsabout
what makesthese propertiesso
unique. This5-hour tour will include
adeliciousbarbecuelunchand short
walkson many of the properties.
Spaceonthebusislimited, so call
now to reserveyour seat. Bring your
camera, binocularsand afriend.

Only $15 for members.
Donation of $25 for non-members.

Cdl Dianeat the Trust officefor
reservations, 360-428-7878.

Yes! | want to protect Skagit County’snatur al legacy!

Name . Membership Categories

i‘(ﬁ ness QFriend $30

ress

Thank you for supporting U Partner $40

land conservation Phone email DSupportfr* $60
Donations to Skagit Land Trust _ Sponsor $100
aretax deductible. Please charge $ One Time QPatron* $250
Pleaseremit to: W Benefactor* $500

- Monthly Pledge uarterly Pledge
Skagit Land Trust y ge $ Q y ge $ U Conservator* $1000
POBox 1017 .
Mount Vernon, WA 98273 VISA/MC EXp Date DSteNard $2500
Signature UIMajor Donor* $5000
www.skagitlandtrust.org

[0 Please send meinformation on leaving a bequest
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Major Donors
($5,000 and up)

Bob Brown & Pat Hegg Brown

Conservator

($1000-$2,499)
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Nadine Burrington
Harold & Shirley Christenson
Ann and Bob Dursch
Lin Folsom
Dr. Jay Ham
Linda & John Hunt
MarciaHunt
Beau MacGregor
Marlene & Jim Moore
Nielsen Family
Mark A Nysether
MaryKay Pasnick
Tamara Stevens &

Todd Rubano
Michael Temcov
Keith & Jan Wiggers
Rich & Beth Williamson

rate ember
Business Conservator
($1,000-$2,499)
Printwise
Skagit Valley Food Co-op

Business Benefactor
($500-$999)
Timmers Appraisal Services

Business Patron
($250-$499)

First American Title Company
Skagit State Bank

Leonard, Boudinot & Skodje
MacGregor Publishing Co.
Miller Consulting

Business Sponsor
($100-$249)

Arbor Pacific Forestry

Cap Santa Heated Mini-Storage
Farm to Market Bakery
Hoekstra & Hoekstra

Puget Sound Energy

Skagit River Steel & Recycling
Shorebird Properties

Soto McNett Construction Inc.
The Language Exchange, Inc

Business Supporter
($60-$99)

Christianson’s Nursery, LTD
Earthbound Used Books
Landed Gentry Realty
McGregor |nsurance Agency
Meyer Sign & Advertising Co.
Skagit Valley Healing Arts

( )rganizations

Friends of Anacortes
Community Forest Lands
Evergreen Islands
Skagit Audubon Society
Skagit Conservation District
Skagitonians to
Preserve Farmland

T hanks to New and chewing Members

]anuarg i, 2004 -

fune 30, 2004

( irantfng

rganizations
an [Qunc{atiQnﬁ

The Burning Foundation
The Dudley Foundation
Horizons Foundation
Linnemann Family Foundation
Salmon Recovery

Funding Board
Seattle Foundation

thwardslﬂilo Fund

City of Anacortes
John & Kristen Boyes

Additional
Contributions

Microsoft Gift Matching
Printwise
Safeco

Benefactor ($500-$999)

Joanne Abelson & Chris Goelz
Lloyd & Wendy Brown
Donald J. Finsen

Jerry & SheilaHaegele
Richard & Sharon Stewart

Ben Winkes

Ken & Anne Winkes
AndreaXaver

Patron ($250 -$499)

Martha Bray & John Day
Nick Fahey & Deborah Martin
Bill & Susan Henry
Sean Kelly
Janice Martin &

Doug Robinson
Gunnard Modin
H. Donald Parry &

Vicki Soderberg Parry
Bob & Barb Rock
David T. & Eddylee M. Scott
Linda Speck & Ken Willis
Dennis Stanchfield &

Susan Radkins
Kate Stewart &

Deborah DeWolfe
John & DorisTursi

Sponsor ($100 - $249)

Bud & Jackie Anderson
Thais & Howard Armstrong
Bruce & Joanne Ault
Bob & Pat Bell
C. A.Biermann
JimBishop Il
Sarah Bishop & John Milhiot
Don & Arlene Brown
Paul & Patty Calver
David & Nancy Carabba
Larry & Lorry D’Arienzo
Cathy Carmody &

David Deffenbaugh
Tom, Beth&

Christine Cleland
Patricia A. Cowgill
James Eberhardt
Walter Enquist
Judy Gamble &

Todd Wood
Carolyn & Ed Gastellum
Herb & Theresa Goldston
Ralph & Ruth Heft
Mark & Alison Hitchcock
Doris Holmes
Bill & Ruth Hood
Jean & Brad Imus
Clayton & BarbaraJames

Patricia Karlberg & Bob Keller
Robert & Carol Knowles
Fayette Krause
Dick & Doris Kohler
Trevor & Carol Kyle
Robin LaRue
Miles Learned
William & Diana McGaw
Malcolm & Michelle McPhee
Robert & BarbaraMeier
Mark & Alison Miller
Libby Mills & Rusty Kuntze
John Milnor
James & GeneMizell
Dick & Joyce Nelson
Robert G. Personius
Richard & Karen Raisler
Peggy Ratermann
Gerry & Doris Robbins
Valerie & Gary Robinson
Jim & Levy Scheltens
Brian Scheuch & Corinne Hajek
Charles Schultz &

Terri Bakke-Schultz
Charles Stavig
Dennis & Mary Ann Taylor
Bill & Sally Turner
Tim& AliceVolwiler
BarbaraWeaver
James Wells
Don Wick
Margaret Yeoman

Supporter ($60-$99)

David Adams &

Greta Movassaghi
Rick & LauraBethke
Jon & Ann Bowman
Landry & Susan Corkery
Ernie & Joan Handelmann
Helen Heneks
Beth Kraig & Suzanne Klinger
Meredith & Rick Machin
Maurice & Virginia Shank
Terence & Lois Slotemaker
Ann Tanner

Partner ($40 - $59)

Frances Ambrose

Dick Anderson

Nancy Ashenfelter
Mark & Ruth Backlund
Lynette Trucco-Baier &

Doug Baier
Al & SueBerger
Dr. Bruce Berkowsky
Paul Blum & Alison Zak
Ric & Janet Boge
John & Gail Boggs
Bob & Nina Boudinot
James & NetaCahill
William & Joan Colvin
Phyllis & Ivar Dolph
Doug & Cheryl Everhart
Jim & Frances Ford
Alix Foster & Rick Shorten
Nancy & Scott Fulton
Kristine & Roger Goodan
Daniel Hanesworth
Anne Hillard
Steve & AndreaHood
Hal & Claris Hyatt
Tim Hyatt &

Nicolette Harrington
Elmer & Jean Johansen
Von & Elizabeth Kuehn
Jere LaFollette &

Wende Sanderson
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Lisser
Beau & LindaLoughlin
Donald & Mary Magness
Michael & Suellen Mancer
AnitaMeyer & Josh Greenberg
Steve & Betty Miller
W.M. Mohundro

David & Sydney Olausen

Mike & Bonnie Olpin

Judy & David Olson

Helen M. Ovenell

Kathleen Walsh Packard

Peter Remick

Susan Richardson

Jonathan & Scottie Schneider

Robert & Emma Schroder

John & Julie Semrau

Sue & Richard Sigmen

Marlies & John Slostad

J. Allen & Marie Smith

Richard Staples

Mary Augusta Stapp

Robert & Maureen Ratfield

George Thelen & LindaHart

Richard & Carol Treston

Kathryn Van Alstyne &
Edmund Marmol

Bill & LaurieWallace

BarbaraWells

Robert C. Woolley

David & Pat Young

Friend ($30-$39)

Meredith Baker
Linda Ballantine &
Roland Matthews
John & Nancy Barnard
Ron & Teri Bernstein
Doyle & GloriaBowzer
Carol Carnahan
Ruth & Howard Christofersen
Dorris Civille
Barbara Cooper
Gene & Mayo Earnest
Jay & DeAnn Findlay
Harriet Follman
Barbara French
Mary Froderberg
Karen Gardiner & Philip Brown
Tom & Kay Glade
Dan Gould
Peter C. & Dorothy Haase
Norris & Mary Hooton
Nan Laney & Ned Currence
Dianne Lindsay &
CordiaSammeth
Candace L Lower
Ann & Jeff May
Dr. Jennifer McCoy
Judy & Gordi Middleton
Matt & Kim Miller
Grace Novicky
Lorna Parent
Clarence & VirginiaRankin
Robert Raymond &
Dorothy Downes
Andrew C Ross &
Laura Cailloux
Donna Schram, PhD
Howard Shuman
Ken & Liz Stewart
Linda& Stephen Summers
Nancy Swalling
Mary & Bob Taylor
Gina Van Hess
Dedy Ward & Susan Parke
Patty Wasson & Bob Shelly
Natalie & Steve Weatherby
Mr. John A. Wells
Robert & Polly Winkelman
Jim & Betty Wright

Associates

Evelyn Adams

Otto Allison

Helen Andersen

Ms. Barbara Bashaw
Richard Bergner
Hazel Blakeslee
Dan & Donna Brauer
Ellen Bynum
Phyllis L. Ennes
John Freeman

Dee Gibson
Anthony G. Hamerski
Dyvon Havens

Albert Heath

Kathryn Heron

Marji Hoff

Clara Hogg

Anne & Bob Kuntz

Konrad Kurp

Father Paul Magnano

Michael Maki

Mr. & Mrs. Philip McCracken

Allane Onkst

Suzanne Perlmutter

Peter Remick

Ruth Elfstrom Riggles

Kim Sager

Robert & Joan Skeele

Laura Smith

Carol Strandberg

Rosann Wuebbels &
George Reeves

Additional Contributions

Norman Ainslie

Maryann & Arthur Arndt
Diane Bednarz & Peter Jepson
JimBishop Il

Rich & Feryll Blanc

Glenn & ThedaBordner

Bob & Nina Boudinot

John & June Brada

Harold & Shirley Christenson
Joan Cross

Marilyn & Gene Derig

Bill & Holly Dietrich

Joyce Dillard

Molly Doran & Andy Cline
Jerry & Marilyn Eisner
Ronald Feld & LornaKlemanski
Donald J. Finsen

Jeanne Glick

Kristine & Roger Goodan
Norris & Mary Hooton
Marcia Hunt

Ryan & Christina Jepperson
Susan Jepson

James L. Johnson

Robert & Carol Knowles
Dick & Doris Kohler

Rusty Kuntze & Libby Mills
Robin LaRue

Karen Mac Donald

Daniel Martin &

Patricia Botsford-Martin
Alison & Mark Miller
Curtis Miller & Shirley Solomon
Susan & Fred F. Miller
John Milnor
W.M. Mohundro
James & MarleneMoore
David C Moreland
Gene & Ginny Murphy
MaryKay Pasnick
Mark Pearson
Steve & Sandi Randle
Peter Remick
Betty Rockwell
Marilyn Ross &

Robert Schwartzberg
Levy & Jim Scheltens
Anne Schwartz & Mike Brondi
Robert E. Scott
J. Allen & Marie Smith
Pat Sneeringer
Richard Staples
Gina Van Hess
Virginia Walsh
Dedy Ward & Susan Parke
BarbaraWeaver
June Wheeler
Keith & Jan Wiggers
Todd Wood & Judy Gamble
In-Kind
Art by Thais
Catherine & Tom Dostart
NOLS
All American Master Locksmith
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Saving | and for T omorrow

uPcoming I” vents:

Sewardship on Butler Creek: August 16th

Help the Trust manage ayoung, replanted conifer forest on one of
our propertiesby thinning out birches. Thiswork will “release” the
cedars, firsand hemlocks, quickening thereturnto amature,
evergreenforest. Threeto 4 hoursof work, with timetowander in
the beautiful adjacent forest and a ong Butler Creek.

Bustour of Trust properties. September 25th

Sign Up Now for afall bustour of Skagit Land Trust properties. Arainy day doesn't stop volunteer Jerry

. Haegele from putting up a new
See details on page 6. sign at Hurn Field.

Skagit Land Trust HatsFor Sale Mission Statement
Skagit Land Trust protects wildlife habitat,
Baseball Caps Classic and new contemporary Skagit Land Trust logo. wetlands, agriculture and forest lands, scenic open

. space and shorelines throughout the mainland and
Plus we have Note Cards for sale with watercolor landscapes of islands of Skagit County for the benefit of our

Skagit County, original artwork donated by ThaisArmstrong community and as alegacy for future generations.




