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Death Happens…to all of us



Approaching Death with Intention

Is a life affirming act of love…

…a gift.



From “the Greening of North American Cemeteries” - Green Burial Council





Conventional Burials in the US annually use:
 20 million board feet of hardwoods, 
1.6 million tons of concrete, 
17K tons of copper & bronze, & 64.5K tons of steel. 
Assuming a 50 year life cycle of a burial plot and 
associated maintenance, a modern burial produces 
250 pounds of carbon.

In addition, caskets and vaults leach iron, copper, 
lead, zinc, and cobalt into the ground. Also, in the 
US, approximately 4.3 million gallons of embalming 
fluid is used annually. This fluid is extremely toxic to 
the environment. It also exposes embalmers to 
significant health risks (Green Burial Council, 2020).



Flame-based Cremation: A single flame-based cremation uses 24,304 gallons of natural gas to maintain a 
temperature of 1900 degrees Fahrenheit for several hours in order to fully reduce the body to bone fragments. This 
process releases mercury, nitrogen oxides, and dioxins into the environment (Green Burial Council, 2020).

Alkaline Hydrolysis / Water-based cremation / Green Cremation / Aquamation
Every person who [chooses aquamation] instead of [flame-based cremation] would keep about 180 kilograms of 

carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere, according to the TNO report. That’s about as much as the typical U.S. citizen is 
responsible for emitting in just a few days. - Scientific American, 2017

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/dissolve-the-dead-controversy-swirls-around-liquid-cremation/


NOR: The research showed that between .84 and 1.4 metric tons of carbon dioxide will be saved 
each time someone chooses human composting. - Recompose FAQ

Natural Organic 
Reduction, AKA: 

Human Composting or 
Terramation: 

a tale of two NOR facilities

https://recompose.life/faqs/#human-composting




Now that you’ve been reduced: 
How to be a tree? 

CAUTION: Your reduced remains - 
whether flame-based, water-based, or 
terra-based - will harm plant life if you 

don’t amend.



Now that you are a tree, where would you want to grow?

?
How important is the “where”?



White Eagle Memorial Preserve

Cedar Lawns Memorial Park & Funeral Home

Woodlawn Cemetery

City of Sumner Cemetery

Hillcrest Cemetery

The Meadow Natural Burial Ground at Greenacres Memorial ParkSalt Spring Island 
Natural Cemetery

Great River Natural Burial (OR)

Hybrid 
Cemeteries

Cremation 
Garden 

N.O.R 
Facilities

Natural or 
Green Burial

Conservation 
Burial 

https://www.greenburialcouncil.org/cemetery-provider-map/

Sunnyside Cemetery
Sunset Corner Cremation Garden at Mount Vernon Cemetery 

Herland Forest

Return Home

Recompose

https://www.greenburialcouncil.org/cemetery-provider-map/


Natural or “Green” Burial at “the Meadow” at Green Acres in Ferndale, WA.



Anatomy of a Green Burial Grave

From “the Greening of North American Cemeteries” - Green Burial Council



Conservation Burial Ground
https://www.conservationburialalliance.org/





Why not here?



Questions?


