
 
 

Campaign Funding Update and Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

Funding update as of June 2009 
 

CAMPAIGN GOAL    $ 2,200,000 
 

FUNDS COMMITTED TO DATE  $ 1,620,000  
 
FUNDS NEEDED TO SUCCEED  $   580,000*  
*Breaking news: We just received a $200,000 matching grant providing a 1:1 match for all 
donations. This grant is not yet included in the “Funds Needed” above. Donate today to 
double your gift and help Complete our campaign to Save Guemes Mountain! 
DEADLINE     OCTOBER 1ST, 2009 
    
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q: Why is Guemes Mountain so important? 
 
A: Guemes Mountain lies on the east side of Guemes 
Island and is cherished as the highest point on the 
island. The 70 acre summit rises above more than 560 
acres of surrounding preserved land and yet is 
privately owned without protection. Until now it has 
remained undeveloped, rewarding generations of 
families with wildflower blooms, peaceful walks and 
unbeatable views of islands and mountains all over 
the NW. The property went on the market in 2007 
and is zoned R10, allowing for anywhere from one to 
seven homes. This campaign seeks to permanently 
preserve the public access, wildlife and floral splendor 
of this amazing summit. This once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to protect Guemes Mountain in its 
entirety and pass along its many treasures to future 
generations cannot be missed. 
 

Q : Who will be buying Guemes Mountain? 
 
A : Two organizations have come together to 
accomplish one urgent goal. The San Juan 
Preservation Trust and Skagit Land Trust have joined 
together with concerned members of the Guemes 
community to acquire and conserve the property. 
 
Q: What will happen if we don’t succeed? 
 
A: The threat of development is very real. Current 
zoning allows up to seven homes or the possibility of 
one buyer purchasing the entire mountain and placing 
an estate home at the summit. In either scenario, 
development would be highly visible from elsewhere 
on the island and public access would be prohibited. 
The opportunity for preservation and restoration of 
flora and fauna would be lost.  
 



 
 

 

The Campaign to Save Guemes Mountain  
 

Frequently Asked Questions (continued)
 
 
Q : What is the campaign goal? 
 
A : Our goal is to raise $2.2 million, which includes 
the purchase price of the property, transaction costs 
and stewardship funds for future property 
management and trails. 
 
 
Q : What is the deadline for raising this money ? 
 
A : We have until October 1st, 2009 to raise the funds 
necessary to protect the mountain. 
 
 
Q: What are the future plans for this property? 
 
A : For the foreseeable future, Skagit Land Trust will 
own the property and San Juan Preservation Trust 
will hold a conservation easement. With the 
placement of a conservation easement when the 
purchase is made, the open space and wildlife values 
of the property will be permanently protected as part 
of the land title. A management plan will be created 
before ownership is finalized that will address the sort 
of allowed uses and access that will also preserve the 
ecological health of the mountain.  
 
 
Q: Will public access be allowed? 
 
A: Yes. Currently the property is privately owned and 
all access is at the discretion of the landowner. 
Purchase of the mountain by this campaign will make 
it available for low impact recreation. Pedestrian 
access will be created to encourage enjoyment of the 
views and other natural features while protecting 
sensitive habitat. Education programs and signage will 
encourage proper stewardship and respect for the 
land and nearby property.  
 
Q : Will any structures be allowed? 
 
A : Only if specified by the management plan and if in 
accordance with the conservation easement.  
 

 
 
The conservation easement and management plan will 
assure that any minor structures necessary to maintain 
the trails or property will be thoughtfully sited out of 
view and away from sensitive habitat. 
 
Q : Where can I get more information? 
 
A: Visit www.saveguemesmountain.org to stay 
informed, or contact: 
 
Brian Windrope, Director of Philanthropy 
The San Juan Preservation Trust 
(360) 468-3202 
bwindrope@sjpt.org  
www.sjpt.org 
 
Molly Doran, Executive Director 
Skagit Land Trust 
(360) 428-7878 
trustmd@fidalgo.net 
www.skagitlandtrust.org 
 
Q : To whom should I send my donation? 
 
A : Please make checks payable to: San Juan 
Preservation Trust OR Skagit Land Trust. 
Note "Guemes Mountain" on the memo line of your 
check. You can also submit a secure online gift at 
www.saveguemesmountain.org by clicking on 
“Donate today” and choosing Guemes Mountain as 
the program of interest. To make a gift by credit card 
please call either organization.  
 
The San Juan    The Skagit Land Trust 
Preservation Trust   PO Box 1017 
PO Box 327  OR Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 
Lopez Island, WA 98261  360-428-7878 
360-468-3202   www.skagitlandtrust.org  
www.sjpt.org  
 
 
Please contact either organization for more information  
regarding transfers of stock or other types of gifts 
 
 


