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OUR AMERICORPS ROCK! 
VoLunteer coordinator iSabeL beaVerS waS 
a recipient of the martin Luther king drum 
major for SerVice award for her work 
inVoLVing youth in conSerVation.

CITIZEN SCIENCE 
with the heLp of many partnerS 
we repLaced the Very popuLar 
heron cam at march point. 
citizen ScientiStS heLped uS 
monitor heronS and 
amphibianS, giVing 
oVer 1,000 hourS 
of VoLunteer time. 

SOUND ECOSYSTEMS 
the truSt currentLy protectS 6,600 acreS incLuding 
30 miLeS of ShoreLine. in the paSt year we expanded 
three of our conSerVation areaS and added the 
beautifuL caScade riVer property (aboVe), pLuS Secured 
fundS for the beLL property.

PLACES FOR PEOPLE IN NATURE
oVer 100 youth participated in educationaL eVentS on our 
Land, incLuding 
the fun feStiVaL 
of frogS.



4Skagit Land truSt 2014 annuaL report

Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  F Y  2 0 1 3 - 1 4

COMMITTED VOLUNTEERS
330 VoLunteerS heLped with Land StewardShip, monitoring, habitat reStoration, 
traiL maintenance, SpeciaL eVentS and goVernance giVing 4500 hourS of time.

STRONG PARTNERSHIP
we Stewarded 12 preSerVeS 
for the nature conSerVancy 
in the upper Skagit, Sauk and 
caScade riVerS.

THE NEXT GENERATION OF STEWARDS
a year-Long partnerShip with emerSon high SchooL cuLminated 
with moSt of the SchooL cLearing traiLS at our cumberLand creek 
conSerVation area on arbor day.

map by brenda cunningham
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FINANCIAL 2013-14 For Year Ending March 31, 2014

REVENUE

Accomplishments

For the year ending March 31 2014 Skagit Land Trust’s annual operating budget was 
$568,000. $225,556 more was spent to buy land and an additional $250,000 was raised to 
purchase and restore the Bell Property (closed after the fiscal year). Supporters consisted 
of over 950 households, businesses, foundations and partners. The Trust expanded three 
conservation areas (Minkler, Hurn and Cumberland) and purchased land on the Cascade 
River next to the Keller-Karlberg Conservation Easement. Ten projects were begun for future 
conservation and four projects were undertaken for partners including work to acquire trail 
easements and land with Skagit County Parks for the future Centennial Trail and Tursi Trail. 
Other key conservation partners included the Skagit Watershed Council, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Seattle City Light, Seattle and Skagit Audubon, WA State Salmon Recovery Funding 
Board, and the Clarence Stewart Fund of the Skagit Community Foundation. Two families 
were enormously helpful in securing properties for conservation. The Trust completed phase 
II of an updated science-based conservation strategy. We managed 25 Trust conservation 
areas and monitored 32 conservation easements ranging in size from modest to the 1680-
acre Anacortes Community Forest Lands. The Trust partnered with The Nature Conservancy 
to steward 12 of their preserves. Dedicated volunteers helped with wildlife habitat restoration 
and monitoring on our properties and maintained trails on Guemes Mountain, Barr Creek 
and the Cumberland Peninsula. The Trust began a habitat restoration project on our Utopia 
Conservation Area with Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group and Puget Sound Energy; began 
a project with Skagit County Public Works, the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Skagit 
River System Cooperative to re-establish Cumberland Creek in its natural channel; and began 
planning for the restoration of Barney Lake/Logan Creek with Ducks Unlimited and Skagit 
County Public Works. Volunteers and supporters helped to raise funds and in-kind support 
for a wide range of projects including conservation acquisitions, replacing the heron cam at 
the March Point Heronry, increasing our work with youth, improving trails and signage, and 
increasing citizen science partnerships. Many individuals, schools and community groups 
helped us increase opportunities for experiences that deepen people’s relationship with our 
lands.

* All supporters are listed in our spring 2014 newsletter and board, staff and key volunteers 
are listed on our website.

EXPENSES
$1,008,852 $793,669
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EFFECTIVE COLLABORATION
we recognize that the beSt conSerVation iS 
accompLiShed by working with otherS towardS 
common goaLS. we partnered with 40 organizationS 
and 35 LandownerS in the paSt year. (Left) 
StewardShip director michaeL kirShenbaum on top 
of guemeS mountain with pete deweLL of waShington 
traiLS aSSociation.

ENGAGED COMMUNITY
we heLd 13 tourS to expand and deepen the 
reLationShip between our community and 
the LandS we conSerVe. community memberS 
heLped uS raiSe $250,000 to purchaSe the 
beLL property and reStore it.

INVOLVED MEMBERS
we VaLue our memberS ideaS and Support. in the paSt 
year 950 famiLieS, buSineSSeS, foundationS and partnerS 
Supported the truSt. (pictured aboVe back row Left to right:) 
keith wiggerS, moLLy doran, jane ziLLig (front row Left to 
right:) john turSi, ruth adamitz, Virginia murphy, doriS 
hoLmeS, and gLoria ziLLig enjoy a SLide Show of pLaceS 
they haVe heLped to conSerVe.

EXPERT GUIDANCE
proactiVe, tranSparent, SkiLLed and 
paSSionate about conSerVation - the 
truSt’S board, Staff and committeeS 
enSure we are an efficient, ethicaL and 
thriVing organization that getS thingS 
done.

STRATEGIC CONSERVATION
our effectiVe conSerVation haS many foundationS incLuding Science-baSed aSSeSSmentS, LocaL 
knowLedge and Long term partnerShipS and reLationShipS. our updated conSerVation Strategy wiLL 
heLp uS identify the moSt ecoLogicaLLy important and the moSt beLoVed LandS to protect. 

(aboVe right) conSerVation director martha bray 
taLkS with foreSt Landowner ken oSborn.
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Skagit Land Trust conserves 
wildlife habitat, wetlands, 

agricultural and forest lands, 
scenic open space and 

shorelines for the benefit of 
our community and as a 

legacy for future generations.
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